
State of South Dakota
EIGHTY-SIXTH SESSION

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 2011

672S0089
HOUSE BILL  NO.  1197

Introduced by: Representatives Liss, Abdallah, Bolin, Brunner, Gosch, Greenfield, Hansen
(Jon), Hickey, Hoffman, Hubbel, Hunt, Jensen, Kopp, Magstadt, Moser,
Nelson (Stace), Olson (Betty), Russell, Schaefer, Steele, Stricherz, Van
Gerpen, Venner, Verchio, and Wick and Senators Kraus, Garnos, Krebs,
Lederman, Rave, and Rhoden

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to require the party affiliations of candidates for municipal1

and school elections to be printed on the ballot.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:3

Section 1. That § 9-13-7 be amended to read as follows:4

9-13-7. No candidate for elective municipal office may be nominated unless a nominating5

petition is filed with the finance officer no later than five p.m. on the last Friday in February6

preceding the day of election. The petition shall be considered filed if it is mailed by registered7

mail by five p.m. on the last Friday in February before the election. The petition shall contain8

the name, residence address, and mailing address of the candidate and the office for which the9

candidate is nominated and shall be on the form prescribed by the State Board of Elections. The10

petition shall also contain the party affiliation of the candidate, unless the candidate is registered11

as an independent. The signer's post office box number may be given in lieu of a street address12

if the signer lives within a municipality of the second or third class. The finance officer may13
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only accept nominating petitions that are on the prescribed form and were circulated and1

submitted pursuant to the provisions in chapters 9-13 and 12-6. If the nominating petition meets2

the statutory requirements, the filing of the petition constitutes nomination.3

Section 2. That § 9-13-21 be amended to read as follows:4

9-13-21. The finance officer shall prepare and furnish, at the expense of the municipality,5

all official ballots. The quantity of ballots provided shall be at least ten percent more than the6

number of voters at the last comparable election. The ballots shall be white in color, of good7

quality of print paper, printed in black ink, and in the English language only.8

The ballots for municipal elections shall be available for absentee voting no later than fifteen9

days prior to election day. If the ballots are for a secondary election, the ballots shall be10

available no later than seven days prior to the secondary election day.11

The names of the candidates for each office to be voted for in the precinct shall be arranged12

without any other designation than that of the office for which they are candidates. The party13

affiliation of each candidate shall appear on the ballot after each candidate's name. However,14

if the candidate is registered as an independent, that designation shall appear on the ballot after15

the candidate's name. If more than one member of the governing body is to be elected, the ballot16

shall contain instructions as to how many candidates for the governing body are to be voted for.17

The finance officer shall determine, by lot, each candidate's position on the ballot. Each18

candidate may be present or represented when the position on the ballot is being determined.19

No candidate's name may be printed upon the official ballot unless the candidate has been20

nominated as provided in this chapter.21

Section 3. That § 13-7-13 be amended to read as follows:22

13-7-13. The business manager of the school district shall provide proper ballots, pollbooks,23

voting booths, and necessary supplies as required by law to the proper election officials on24



- 3 - HB 1197

election day. The ballots shall be similar in form to those authorized by law for municipal1

elections. The quantity of ballots provided shall be at least ten percent more than the number2

of voters at the last comparable election. No party affiliation may appear on the ballot and the3

names of the candidates The name of each candidate for the respective vacancies shall be4

printed on the ballot. The candidate’s party affiliation shall also be printed on the ballot after the5

candidate’s name. However, if the candidate is registered as an independent, that designation6

shall be printed on the ballot after the candidate’s name. Each candidate’s position on the ballot7

shall be chosen by lot by the business manager and each candidate may be present or represented8

when the position on the ballot is being determined. The ballots for school elections shall be9

available for absentee voting no later than fifteen days prior to election day.10


